
Guide to the recognition of foreign diplomas in 

the health sector (nursing professions) 

 

If you have completed a healthcare education abroad, particularly in nursing, and 
want to work in Switzerland, you will need to have your diploma recognized. Here's a 
simple guide to understand the recognition process: 

Process of the recognition procedure 

Step 1: Complete PreCheck 

• Free PreCheck :  
Complete the PreCheck to determine if you meet the requirements for 
recognition. This is the first step and is mandatory. 

Positive result:  
If the PreCheck is positive, this means that your qualifications meet the minimum 
requirements and you can proceed with the recognition process. 

Negative result:  
If the PreCheck is negative, it means your qualifications are insufficient. In this case, 
you can continue your education or acquire any missing qualifications before 
attempting the PreCheck again. 
 

Step 2: Start the recognition process 
• Application form:  

After a positive PreCheck result, you will receive an application form. Submit it 
along with all required documents. 

• Organize documents:  
Make sure all documentation is complete and the invoice has been paid 
before starting the process. 
 

 

Important 
The recognition process will only begin once we have received 

the complete recognition application with all supporting 
documents and the invoice has been paid. From then on, it will 

take a maximum of four months for a first decision. 
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Step 3: Decision on recognition 

• Waiting for the decision:  
After submitting all documents, you will receive an initial decision within a 
maximum of four months. You may be recognized immediately or require 
subsequent compensatory measures . 

Duration of the procedure 
• PreCheck :  

Maximum four weeks until the result. 
• Request for recognition:  

Maximum four months until the first decision. 
• Important:  

These deadlines only apply if all necessary documents and information have 
been submitted. 

Costs of the recognition procedure 
• CHF 550: For qualifications in nursing or midwifery, if these are listed in the EU 

directives. 
• 930 CHF: If no compensatory measures are necessary. 
• CHF 1,000: If compensatory measures are required. 

 

What are compensatory measures ? 

If your professional qualification differs significantly from your Swiss qualification, you 
will need to complete compensatory measures .  
For example: 

• An adaptation period: You work in your profession. The adaptation period will 
be evaluated based on defined criteria. You may be able to complete it at 
your current job in Switzerland. 

• An adaptation course combined with additional training: The additional 
training takes the form of theoretical instruction. It fills gaps in theoretical 
content. 

• An aptitude test: The aptitude test takes place in all professions in at least two 
areas: 

• Theoretical, written examination (written paper) 
• Oral examination (technical discussion) 
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The Swiss Red Cross recognizes various professions in the health sector, 
including: 

Nursing  

Obstetrics/Midwifery  

Medical Masseurs and Masseuses  

Physiotherapy  

Health Professional / Health Professional 

 

PRECHECK: precheck.ch 

 

 

 

If you don't have an account yet, you can click Create Account. 

https://www.precheck.ch/account/login
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You will promptly receive an activation link to the email 
address you provided.  

You can then log in directly and be redirected to the following 
page: 

 

 

Click here on + Start new  
PreCheck 
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In the next step, select your profession: 

 

 

The Swiss Red Cross (SRC) recognizes various professions in the health sector, including: 

• Nursing: This includes the professional care and support of patients in various 
healthcare facilities such as hospitals, nursing homes, and outpatient services. 

• Obstetrics/Midwives: Midwives care for and support women during pregnancy, 
childbirth and the postpartum period. 

• Medical massage therapists and masseuses: These professionals provide therapeutic 
massages to promote the health and well-being of their patients. 

• Physiotherapy: Physiotherapists help patients restore and improve their physical 
mobility and function through targeted exercises and treatments. 

• Health professional: These professionals support the nursing staff in the care of patients 
and take on tasks in the areas of care, nutrition, administration and housekeeping. 
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Now fill in your contact details: 
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Now upload your documents: 
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Once you have uploaded all documents, release them for review. 

 

We are happy to support you to ensure that your recognition 
process runs smoothly. 

 

 

creaSKILL GmbH  - Natternweg 3 – CH-4852 Rothrist 
☎ +41 62 544 02 04  
✆ +41 79 926 68 81 

✉ info@creaskill.ch 

www.creaskill.ch 
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